The committee for the Distinguished Service Award has been very quiet for the last couple of years, but I’m happy to announce that this year has been different.  The DSA committee, consisting of Susan Becker, Sylvia Noneff, and myself, met on March 7th to deal with the arduous task of choosing one nominee from the nominations received to be awarded the Distinguished Service Award.  Unfortunately, this award can only be given to one person, and after much thought and contemplation, the committee was able to unanimously agree on a recipient for this year’s Distinguished Service Award.

Before I tell you about this year’s DSA recipient, I want to remind you that there are so many reporters that give so much time to CCRA, and it’s important that these reporters be recognized.  I would urge you in the future, if you know someone who has given their time and service to our organization, please remember to nominate them for this award.  If you nominated someone this year and they were not chosen to receive the award, please remember to nominate them again next year.
Now, let’s move on to this year’s recipient.  There are so many ways that reporters serve CCRA.  There are so many tasks to be undertaken that go far beyond what the CCRA Board does.  This year’s recipient has served on the Interprofessional  Committee from 2002 to the present, and also the Ethics & Grievance Committee from 2003 through the present.  

The 2009 DSA recipient has been a reporter in Denver for the past 25 years and is a Registered Professional Reporter and Certified Realtime Reporter.

After graduating from AIB College of Business in Des Moines, Iowa, this reporter began a very successful reporting career at what was then Park, Spangler & Wedgwood in 1983.  And when I say successful, I do mean successful because in 1994, with her then partner, Carin Geist, they bought Park, Spangler & Associates and so was born the firm of Hunter & Geist.

While working as a reporter, Shelly Hunter became active in CCRA and has been active throughout her years as a reporter.  She served on the CCRA Board as a director and has also given seminars in writing realtime at the Spring and Fall seminars.

Shelly has always been very supportive of students and has spoken to students at Denver Academy of Court Reporting and Mile Hi Reporting College.  She has also encouraged advanced students and recent graduates to intern with the reporters at her firm for many years.

Since 2006 Shelly has been the chair of the Silent Auction Committee, raising thousands of dollars for CCRA.  She has also been instrumental in setting up several of the vendors that attend the CCRA functions.
Never afraid to take on a challenge, Shelly led the way in fighting the City and County of Denver when they wanted to tax court reporting and video services.  She hired an attorney and got all the freelance firms on board and lead the effort for a successful ruling that court reporting and video services are not taxable. 
Shelly will celebrate 20 years of marriage in September to her husband Bill.  They have one daughter, Jordan, who will be graduating from high school in the next few weeks and leaving for college this fall to pursue a career as a nurse.

In secretly e-mailing Bill over the last few weeks to get some info on Shelly, I happened to ask Bill how they met.  He told me, “We met in a parking lot downtown at 16th and California (now a food court, I believe).  I worked downtown and parked there every day as my clients were all up and down the 16th Street Mall, so sort of ‘knew’ the valet who managed the lot.  I was heading into Mayer, Brown & Platt and Shelly was returning from a depo nearby.  We passed in the parking lot and I said, ‘hello’ and I believe she sort of looked down and said ‘hi,’ ever the shy Iowa girl.  It was very cold out.  Back then she had big ‘Farrah’ hair and was wearing a long white coat and mirrored aviator sunglasses.  She was very noticeable!”
Shelly asked the parking lot attendant who Bill was, and he told her Bill was a nice single guy looking to meet a nice girl.  He convinced Shelly to leave her business card and gave it to Bill.  Bill called her at the office and she happened to answer the phone.  It was back in the days when you had to schedule time on the computer.  They talked on the phone for a few weeks, and then started dating, and the rest is history.  

I know that as Shelly starts her new life with Bill as empty nesters, she will continue to support CCRA and the reporting community in the years to come.  Would you please join me in honoring this year’s Distinguished Service Award recipient, Shelly Hunter.
