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O-BLAST FOR OFFICIALS 

June 16, 2010 

 

 

Hello, my fellow officials! As promised, here is the second 

installment of the O-Blast for Officials. I wanted to let everyone 

know that we have some meetings already set up for some of the 

districts. I am going to list the ones that have already been 

scheduled. If your district is having one when you cannot attend, 

why not think about attending one in a neighboring district. 

 

In case you're curious about what we plan on happening at these 

meetings, the task force will have two task force members 

facilitating. Some of the things we will be addressing are going to 

be doing some steno-swap ideas, address computer hook-up issues that reporters may have between their computer and the Judges' computers, and other related topics. 

 

We are also planning on having a CRR practice from start to finish, 

so you'll know how to do everything that you will need to know how to 

do the actual CRR test. We are even looking at grading those 

practice tests right there so that you can see how you did and it may 

pinpoint some areas that you can tweak and maybe there are things 

that you didn't even know would be considered an error on the real 

test. 

 

On June 26, we have the 8th and the 19th districts scheduled together 

and this will start at 9:00 a.m. till about 12:00. Gail Foster has 

graciously offered her home in Fort Collins for this meeting. 

 

Katie Saunders from Pueblo has thankfully opened her home on July 10 for the districts in the 3rd, 10th, 12th, 15th and 16th. Again I 

believe that start time is 9:00 a.m. 

 

July 31st is the meeting for the 4th district, Colorado Springs. We 

are not yet sure where this one will be held. We will keep you 

updated as things get scheduled. 

 

Jefferson County is looking at July 31st as well. Again, once this 

is confirmed, we'll let you know. 

 

Has anyone read National's JCR for May 2010? There is a fantastic 

article on page 36 entitled "Realtime Anxiety." What perfect timing 

for us. Please get your hands on somebody's copy if you don't get 

the JCR. 

 

The task force is working hard to make sure that we can help everyone 

who wants to accomplish the goal of becoming certified, as well as 

becoming realtime certified. Whatever we can do to help, please let 

us know! 

 

If you have not yet filled out your Realtime Personal Inventory that 

Julie Rocha sent out about three weeks ago, please fill it out and 

return it to Julie. It will provide us with some valuable 

information that we need to help every reporter meet their 

certification goal. If you don't have this inventory, email Julie 

Rocha and she can send you another one. 

 

Thank you to the reporters who have offered the ideas and suggestions that I am passing on to you in attachments. Everything helps. Do you have advice, steno-swap ideas, questions, concerns, that you want to share? Please send those to me and I'll get them sent out to every official. 

 

I'm sending three attachments to you. One of the attachments I'm 

sending has more steno-swap ideas. What great ideas! The second 

attachment has phrases, locations and acronyms, and the third 

attachment has ideas on how to distinguish proper names from words 

such as "Barb" and "barb" or "bash." It also has ideas on 

sound-alike words, like "ate" and "eight." Please go through these 

attachments and take anything you want from these. If you have 

anything to add, let me know. The task force would love the 

feedback. 

 

Until next time . . . 

